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AMUSEMENTS TO~MORROW EVENING.
LINA EDWIN'S THEATRE. T2 Broadway.—HUSTED
Dowx; O, T&E TWo LIVES oF MARY LEwuu.

GRAND OFERA HOUSE, corner of 8th av. ana 234 st,—
A PEmiogoLe

OLYMI'IC THEATRE, Broadway.—Tae RICHELIED OF
TER 'ERIOD,

BOWERY THEATRE, Buwery.—Poup; or, WAY Dowx
BovTH-MAN ASD TIGEL

FIFTH AVENUE THEATEE, Tweanty-fourth siresl.—
BaRATOGA.

GLOBE THEATRE, 73 Orondwayr.—VARIETY ESNTRR-
TAINNENT, £0.—-GUEEN BANNER,

NEW YORK ETADT THEATRE, 45 Bowery.—Die
GrIiLLE

BOOTH'E THEATRE, 834 wi, vetween bin ang 60 ave.—
RioneLixy.

WOOD'S MUSEUM Hroadway, corner S0th st,—Ferforme
ances every afternoon and evening,

FOURTEENTH STREET THEATRE (Theatrs Francaisj—
RicugLiey.

ACADEMY OF MUSIC, Fourtceoth street—IL Tio-
YATORE

NIBLO'S GARDEN, Bromndway.—THE BUPBOTACLE OF
Tue BLAUK CROOK,

WALLACK'S THEATRE, Broadway ang 13th  street,—
A MOENING CALL—WOOoDoOCK's LITILE GAME.

MRS, P B CONWAY'S PAGK THEATRE, Brooklys.,—
BARATOUA.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOU3IE, 201 Bowery.—Va-
RINIY ENTERTAINMENT.

THEATRE COMIQUE, 514 Broadway.—CoMio Vocayn
B, NEGKO Ac16, 0.

BAN FRANCIRCO MINVSIMEL HALL, 55 Rros ‘war.—
Breno MINs1EELEY, FARORs, BUBLEBYUES, &, =

BRYANT'S NEW OPERA HOUSE, 204 s&., between Gth
and Tt ava —NEGLO MISSBTRELSY, ECOENTEIITIES, &C.

ROOLEY'S OPERA HOVSE, Brooklyn.—HooLEY'S AND
KrLLy & LEON's MINBTRELA

APOLLO HALL. corner 25th  sirest and Broadway.—
D Coxry's DioRAMA OF INELAND,

NEW YORK CIRCUS, Fourtesnth stroet. -SoR¥Es 1N
THE BING, ACROLATE, &G

UNION LEAGUE HALL.—Miss Gryxs' :
BrEAIAN RRanisus, T SRR N
SOMERVILLE ART GALLERY, 8 Fifth arenne.—Ex-
HIDITION OF WoRas OF ALT.

NEW YORR MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, 618 Broadwny.—
EOIENOE AND ALT. .

DR. KAHN'S ANATOMICAL MUSEUM, 745 Broadway, —
BOIENCE AND ART.
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Joxes, of Kentucky, democrat, in the
House, wants to dig up the Arlington Ceme-
tery again. If he eucceeds it will only be to
bury the democracy.

Awrvn Tives 1v Apgaxsas—Ia her Legis-
lature, which scems to be dancing on the
crust of a rumbling volcano, though we hope
that without an explosion the voleano will
cool down,

Tue Urrer Crrst of Wusbington colored
sociely is in ferment over the approaching

marriage of an ebon-hued physician with a
lady of pure Caucasiun blood, who holds a
prominent posiiion in the Fresdman's Burean.

Tue Asiatio CnoneRa.—A correspondent
cells our attention te an extract from a recent
issue of the HinaLp touching the ravages of
the cholera in Iudia at the present time, and
suggests the propriety of timely precantions
against ite iotroduction here by ships from
the East Indies. We tbrow out the hiat to
our health authorities and to the government
at Washiogton, Surely when danger is threat-
gened the closest vigilance is advisable con-
cerning the movements of this terrible
JAslatic pestilence.

. Tar Gouvry Oup Brimisa Liox is gelling
‘more kicks then compliments i the British
Parliament, They say in that body that Eng-
Jand's hesitancy has lost the respect of the
bolligerents ig the Franco-German war, and
tlat ““the tight little island" may next be called
uron to defend her national existence. Nor is
fhore any telling what “those blarsted Proo-
¢hinns” may next be after, inasmuch as they
jiive bhinted that they are disgusted, as we
xoore some time ago, with what John Bull calls
B cutiality,

The Lonten Seasen—Its
mervanoces.
In the course of this week ocours Ash Wed-
nesday, a historic day in Christendom—a day
of fasting, humiliation and prayer, and which
marks the commencement of the forty days of
Lent. Inthe Roman Catholic Church and in
the Protestant Episcopal Church much is made
of Ash Wednesday, and in the Greek Church,
the Lutheran Church and others much impor-
tanoe ia attached to the forty days that follow.
Leontis an ancient institution of the Christian
Chureh, some dating it as far back as the days
of the Apostles. The presumption is that the
Lenten fast, althongh a very proper and be-
coming thing in itself, 1s one of those institn-
tions which took shape under the skilful man-
agement of the Churoh leaders of the d
and third centuries, For the first century and
a balf at least the Church of Christ
was, no doubt, a growing and aggressive
power, but it was also more or less in a chaotic
state. It wanted coherence and organization.
It Is possible that something llke the Lenten
fast was known to the Christians of the first

Nistory and Ob-

century; but there is good reason to believe
that the forty days grew out of forty hours,
For forty hours the bedy of the Saviour of
mankind lay in the tomb, and by the immediate
followers of Jesus these forty hours were an-
nually observed as o season of fasting, hu-
miliation and prayer. By and by—some
think as early as the year 130—the forty hours
had swelled into forty days; and the forty
days’ retirement of Moses, of Elijah, both
types of Christ, and the forty days' temptation
of the Saviour Himself when He was led by the
Spirit into the wilderness and there tempted
of the Devil, were pointed to as the basis of
the institution. The name Lent comes to us
through the old Saxon lengien-tide, which
originally signified the lengthening of the day,
and was commonly used in the sense
in which we use the word spring. The
fast of forty days which annually oceurred
ul this season gradually monopolized the
name. The transferrence of the name and the
contraction of the word require no further
explanation. Originally the Lenten season
began on what is now known as the first Sun-
day in Lent; but Pope Gregory, no doubt for
the very best of reasons, ordained that the
fast should begin on the Wednesday preced-

ing—a day which is now known all the world

over as Ash Wedneaday. Sprinkling with
aszhes in token of humiliation was an ancient

Jewish custom—a custom not unfamiliar to
the ancient Asiatics, Greeks and Romans.

Sackeloth and ashes is a phrase familiar
to every reader of Scripture. In pre-Refor-
mation times it was customary for the priest
on this day to take a quantity of ashes, bless
them and then sprinkle them with holy water,

The worshipper approaching in sackeloth, the
priest took up some of the ashes on the ends of
his fingers and made with them the mark of
the cross on the worshipper's forehead, saying
“ Momento homo, guia civis es, et in pulverem
reverteris.,” (Remamber, O man, that thou art
dust, and todust thou shalt return.) The
ashes used were commonly made of the
palms consecrated on Palm Sunday of
the previous year. After the Refermation
the use of ashes was disconlinued as ‘*‘a vain
show” by the Anglican Church, although the
day is still religionsly observed; and to the
great bulk of the Protestant world the day is
now without meaning, In all the Catholic
churches, however, the wide world over, the
ancient practice is observed; and we have no
doubt that while we write some of our priests
are looking forward ‘0 Wednesday as one of
those days which, but for a bigh sense of duty,
they would rather aveid.

For forty days from Ash Wednesday some
six or seven milliohs of the inhabitants of the
United States will, by a syetem of abstinence
and by a course of conduct characterized by
humiliation and prayer, testify to the power of
Christian teaching and Christian authority. It
is not to be denied that many members of the
Catholic Chureh will on this, as on former
occasions, take libertiee which the Church
does not sanction, however their own con-
gciences may approve or condemn. It is as
little to be denied, however, that among them
and the Protestant Episcopalians alone will be
geen, during this time-honored, if not divinely
appointed season of fasting, anything which
calls up the memory of the sainted examples
of the past—anything which proves that reli-
gion is a loving, constraining, governing
power in the midst of us, As we have gaid
already, fasts and festivals in connection with
religion are of great antiquity. Inthemselves,
whatever their origin, they cannot be said to
be other than commendable. In this age, in
which the growing tendency is to disregard the
teachings of the Gospel, nothing which brings
us back to a high standard of virtue ought to be
despised. The season ef Lent is specially a
geason which has for ite object the cultivation
of relf-denial, the development of the spirit of
self-sacrifice; and if the Church has still the
power of making the days of Lent helpful in
the direction of moral and spiritual culture the
Church is not yet dead. In spite of all our
vaunted Clristianity—in spite of our temples,
our cathedrals, our churehes, our meeting
honses, our synagogues—our age is selfigh,
grasping, godless in the extreme. If this
season of Lent bas the effect of opening the
eyes of some of our rich men te a sense of their
duty to the poor, if it reveals themselves and
brings them to repentance, and if through the
powerful influence of the Catholic Church in
this city it exercises s wholesome influence
upon the Protestant community, we shall be
thankful,

Meanwhile, as things go, we have not much
faith, A great many, we fear, will cheat the
Church, and not a few will act the part of the
proud Pharisee, who fasted twice a woek,
gave tithes of all he possessed and was not as
olher men; but who was a bad man, and knew
e was a bad man for all that. We look
forward to a better time, when these fustings
and festivals and other observances will be
unnecessary. But we are not disposed to
despise the day of small things.

Wosmax Surrracisrs Sxrnpep,.—The Mis-
souri State Senate, not having the fear of
scolding wives or strong-minded sisters be-
fore their eyes, most ungallantly tell the wo-
man suffragists they can't vole in thai State,
and if they don't like that declsion they had
better appeal to the courls and learn what the
law is on the subject. The West does not pre-
sent a very favorable fleld for the would-be

voters, and Illinols bas let the subject alone

very severely. Jows is well satisfied to en-
trust the ballot to the sterner sex, and now
Missouri most maliciously tells the women to
stay away from the polls and help themselves
if they can.

The New Freach Govermmont.

The National Assembly of France on Fri-
day last conferred the executive power of the
government on M. Thiers. This event was
expected. From the present time, therefore,
until the voice of the Fremch patien de-
clares the choice of government and elects
an emperor, king or president France may
be considered a republic, with Thiers as its
chief exeoutive officer. While reflecting on
the present situation in France we cannot
help thinking that, as was the case in Spain
from the downfall and expulsion of Queen Isa-
bella in the fall of 1868 until the selection of
Amadeus, the Savoyard, near the close of
1870, so may it be, in some respects, with the
French nation in 1871, France is getting more
and more like Spain every day. Llke Spain,
she desires to be a republic, and French
statesmen, akin to Spanish statesmen, will, we
fear, hesitate to take a decided stand in favor
of Lhe permanent establishment of a republic.
Prim had the game in his own hand at one
time in Spain. A bold move, a determined act,
a resolute stroke would, have secured the
stake, but a vacillating course prevented the
consummation of the act. While the world
locked on and expected every day to hear of
a grand coup d'état on the part of the man who
more than any other was the means
of hurling Tsabella from her throne,
he wavered in a ocourse the prompt
adoption of which might have made him
one of the foremost men in Europe. The
crown of Spain went begging. The men who
would wear it coald not get it, and the men
who conld obtain it would not have it. The
Duke of Montpensier, Don Carlos and the
Prince of Asturias all were willing to assume
the kingly robe and wear the crown of
Ferdinand and Isabella, but nome of them
were destined for the honor they desired.
No doubt some one else could have been found
to assume the chair of a Spanish republie, but
all alike were doomed to disappointment, and
a foreign prince was at length chosen to sit on
the throne of Spain. In France we find
nearly a similar state of things existing at
the present day. Napoleon longs for the
imperial purple which the disasters to his
armies forced him to lay aside. Scions of the
houses of Orleans and Bourbon are also anx-
iouste fill the throne once occupied by their
forefathers, and it is not doubted for a moment
that a man could be found willing in France to
fill the chair of a French republic.

Never before in the history of France have
French statesmen or the French people been
called upon to act in so delicate a matter as
the one which now presents itself for adjust-
ment. Rarely has a nation been called upon
to decide on questions requiring more
wisdom and forethought. France, suffering
from a series of disastérs unparalleled, almost
in the world’s history, will be called upon to
seloct & government which must secure her
peace without further humiliation, With the
country occupied by an invader, the French
army prisoners of war, the navy of France
powerless, the capital of the nation
at the mercy of the wvictor, the task
is, indeed, one of difficult adjustment. One of
the conditions on which peace can only be
made with the conqueror will be the cession of
the rich and beautiful tract of France known
as Alsace and Lorraine. That the Ger-
mans will insist on this there is scarcely
a shadow of doubt, and that such dis-
memberment will be deeply and keenly
felt by the French people is a conviction
equally strong. The speech of M. Keller in
the National Assembly on Friday, while adjur-
ing his colleagues to proclaim their invielable
attachment to Alsace and Lorraine, is one evi-
dence of the depth of feeling pervading
French minds on the subject. The attitade of
the Parisian delegation, in threatening to
withdraw in case the dismemberment of the
nation’ would be agreed to by the Assembly, is
another proof of the difficulties of the present
gitnation, In the meeting of these difficulties
M. Thiers will find himself called upon to
exercise all the tact and ekill which he is ac-
credited to possess. The French people must
be appeased and kept occupied. The
final bumiliation which will come In
the yielding up of the provinces of Alsace
and Lorraine must be smoothed in some
manner in which it will appear less painful
than it really is. The people will then be
called upon to elect a ruler, and on that elected
ruler, chosen by the voice of the French
nation, will fall the responsiblity of recon-
structing France. With the absorption of
Alsace and Lorraine by Germany that
ruler will preside over a dismembered
nation, for such, to a proud and sen-
sitive people like the French, France must
henceforth appear, and in the feeling which
will thus be engendered will rest the dangers
which may threaten the government. No
matter what may be cholee, be it empire or
monarchy, or even republic, the signs portend
the coming day of the peeples, whea kingly
rule will be dispensed with and universal
suffrage supply its place. v/

Tne TeNNgEssge.—Nothing has yet been
heard of this steamer. The government is
satisfied that the one reported as being seen
off the coast of Hayti was not her. We were
satisfled on that point whenm the despatch was
received, and, like the government, we are
alao satisfied that the Tennessee will be heard
from in due time, which is when the island of
8t. Domingo is heard from, and that will not be
for a few days yet. Have patience, anxlous
ones, Your relatives and friends are safe, and
enjoylng a balmy tropical temperature, the
fruits and other delicacies of a tropieal climate;
the eourtesies and attention of their sable
tropical brethren; they are being shown all
the good points of the island. Nething dis-
agreeable is permitted to come before their
eyes, and the news of our being so much
worried on their account will be the first un-
pleasant incident of their excursion,

Goop For Buxcomsr, Anynow—The pro-
position in the United States Senate of Mr.
Howard, of Michigan, to instruct the Jeint
High Commission to negoliate the cession of
British North America to the United States.
From Mount St. Elias, the high white peak of

Alaska, let the eagle scream.

Becular Versus Religlous Papers.

The distinction covered by those two words
“gecular” and *‘religious,” as usnally applied
to the press, carries with it diffarences of mo-
rality as well as of news. There is a vague
idea in the minds of many good people that a
religions paper should contain little else than
what may be found in some page or other of
the Bible, and that a paper which gives the
current news of the day from all parts of the
world is necessarily and absolutely a secular
paper, even though it may also contain as
much and sometimes better and more real,
genuine morality and religion than its religious
contemporaries, though not in such heavy
doses, The distinction is fast fading away,
and the religious community in this city is
thinking and talking about the best means of
securing the co-operation of the secular press
in the spread of Christian truth, and the con-
secration of that press to the onuse of religion,
The last General Conference of the Methodist
Church appointed certain of its agents in this
city o committee, with discretionary power, to
abolish this distinetion altogether by publish-
ing a daily religious paper whenever, in the
interim of four yeara, in their judgment, the
signs of the times should warrant the laanch-
ing of auch an enterprise. This committee has
not yet seen the favorakle indications and has
not made it: venture. But, like a great many
other problems in soclal, political and reli-
gions life, the HERALD is rapidly solving this
one for them, and by its frequent and exten-
sive publication of religious news is demon-
strating the fact, hitherto hardly believed or
understood, that secular news is not more
incompatible wilh religions news in a
first class daily paper than the union
of the highest type of Christian morals
and thorough business tact Is in a man.

But why snould such distinetions as *‘secu-
lar" and “‘religions” exist at all as regards
the prees? Why must the people turn to one
class of papers for the current news of the
world and to another class for the current
news of the Church? Why seek the imtellec-
tual and ssthetical in one and the moral and
religious in another? We can readily con-
ceive of a time when, and of circumstances
under which, in the early history of the
religious press, such distinctions might arise,
and might, indoed, be necessary; but in this
advanced age we can hardly think of one good
or sonnd reason why such distinctions should
longer exist. For the past two or three years we
have endeavcgped to lay before our million
readcrs in this land and in Euarope, not the
concentrated thounghts or opinions of one or
two Christian ministers or laymen, done up to
order in denominational or sectarian packages,
as our religions contemporaries are wont to
supply, but the cream and the honey, the
strength and sweetness and varlety of the
American pulpit, gathered at great expense
and furnished fresh for the morning meal. And
in this regard the HErarD is largely super-
seding the religious weeklies and our daily
contemporaries, following our lead, are giving
greater heed than ever to the demands of their
relizious readers.

But we do more than this. Our columns
have also pregented, and still present, from
time to time complete summaries of rellgious
movements throughout the Old World and
interesting statistics of churches and religous
bodies in our own land, and more than one of
the religious papers of this city are indebted to
the columns of the HEraLp for their weekly
digest of religious news, Nor do we stop
here. In our editorial we review and com-
ment upon the work of the Church in all its
brauches, freely and fearlessly, because we
are not bound by the silken or iron bands of
any gect or church; and our comments are
often more perlinent and pmsphetic than are
thosze of our clerical contemporaries. Not a
ripple can rise to the surface of society or the
Church anywhere witheut our notice. We
glean our news, secular and religious, from
the four quarters of the globe, and, baving
clothed it in beauty and imparted new life to
it, we send it forth again on its mission day
after day, fresh and varied, heautiful and inte-
resting. Where, then, go far as the HERALD'S
influence exiends, is there a necesgity any
longer for suoh a distinctien as we have
pointed out in this article? Solomon, the
wise King of Israel, once propounded a
conundrum, which we may repeat, giving also
its moral :—All the rivers run into the sea, yet
the sea is not full. But why not? Here is
the wise man's answer :—Unto the place from
whence the rivers come thither they return
again. Moral—The HErALD is the religious
sea from whence the weekly streams are fed,
and to which they return from time to time for
fresh supplies. They therefore give the reli-
glous public little that is new or original.
Indeed, we are very much inclined to believe
a romark made by an eminent divine recently
in our hearing, that religious papers have been
among the best agents of the devil in dividing
and sowing discord in the Christian Church
and in hindering the unien of the several
denominations now so ardently wished and
prayed for by the purest and best minds every-
where, If, therefore, we can In the least
degree supersede the ‘‘religious” press by the
“‘gecular” we claim that we are doing some-
thing toward the consummation of the visible
as well as the eplritual unity of the Church of
the Lord Jesus Cbrist en the Earth, and are
hastening the coming ef His kingdom, for
which the world daily prays and waits,

Mamxe INsURANCE.—The marine insurance
companies of this city make a return of their
business operations for the year 1870, The
number of companies who join in this return
amounts to nine. The figures show a total of
preminms paid to the extent of $13,871,537.
The losses and expenses mount up to
7,203,333, while the gross nasets show a
total of nearly twenty-five millions, The nine
companies put down their net profits for the
year at $2,847,141, From this we infer that,
denpite the frequent disasters at sea which we
have to record from day to day, the marine
insuranee buginess is a paying affair,

Tne Ngw York PEOPLE are just as brave ag
the Parisians, if we may judge from Represen-
tative Brooks’ speech on Friday in the House.
The equanimity and coolness with which even
the women and children of this metropolis be-
held the troops and cannons and banners and
things that were threatening to slaughtor them
on election day last November is truly marvel-
lous, now that we come to look back upon it

from o distanoa.

. =
North American Colosial Agitation—Neva
Scotin’s Oppesitien to the High Commission.

Queen Victoris’s appointment of a IHigh
Commission to treat with the United States
government on the subject matters which
remain in dispute between the two countries
has agitated the minds of her Majesty's sub-
Jects in North Ameriea vastly, The Nova
Scotians are alarmed for their flshing interests.
They have debated the subject In the provin-
clal legislature in a very animated manner.
By telegram report from Halifax we learn that
the lawmakers of Nova Scotia have placed en
the records of thelr Parliament a very forcible
protest agninst any attempt at the trading
away of their local interests by the Dominion
of Canada wmen. They stand upon their
integral colonial rights as they have been
guaranteed by the Crown of England, and re-
pudiate the idea of a government absorption
and representative ebliteration at the hands of
the Dominion people in Ottawa. The truth of
the matter is that the opaeration of the very
canvass of this Joint High Commission move-
meni will tend te elucidate many international
subjecls as between England, Ye North
American colonies and the United Siates,
bringing into prominent notice—as our
despalches to-dry tend to show—the artisan
and industrinl depression which is produced in
the cities of the great republic in consequence
of our having the frontier border tapped
laterally from Canada by the introduction iuto
our markets of smuggled goodas of British
manufacture—produced at the rates of a
pauperized labor in Birmingham, Bradford
and Manchester—by which American capi-
talists are really undersold in their own home
market. This High Commission matter will
beceme very interesting before the close of the
sittings of the delegates in Washington,

A Big Thaw.

The chances yesterday for getting rid of the
snow and slush which encumber the streets
were glorious. The air was warm and of a
melting mood. The rain fell in torrents all
the forenoon. The gutters ran with water like
mountain streams. The snow heaps became
undermined and caved in gracefully to the
flood which was rushing onward to the sewers
and the rivers, In short, city inspectors and
sireet cleaners and all the salaried and or-
ganized bands whose duty It is supposed to be
to keep the streets clean have been forestalled
by the weather. But nnfortunately the rain
storm did not last long enough to complets its
sanitary mission. Last night the air became
crisp again. It was evident that King Frost
wis asserting his rights, and was disposed to
protest against the too sudden close of winter.
We are going to have pleaty more of frost and
snow and nipping airs and stifling fogs on the
rivers before we see the butterflies and hum-
ming birds again. But we ought to be thank-
ful for the blessings enjoyed by one day’s rain.
Indeed, we ought to be very grateful to nature
for giving a helping hand to our sleepy city
authorities. If these gentlemen would only
take the advice urged upon Mrs. Dombey and
“make an effort” to assist nature we might
have onr streets clean bhefore the 1st of
March,

Is It Vandalism ¢

The bill known as Genet's bhill, now
before the Legislaiure, for the opening
of Lexington avenue, it is said proposes
to take in some fonr blocks which have
been purchased for the purpose of erect-
Ing thereon a building by the ““Industrial
Exhibilion Company”—a palace of art and
science and machinery on a moderate scals,
somewhat like the long-lost Crystal Palace.
We want institutions of this kind. We are
behind all the leading cities of the wdd in
this matter of public imstitutions located in
various quarters of the city, where resident
citizens and the thousands of daily visitors
from the country can go for instruction and
amusement. Therefore we can hardly afford
to lose the chance of obtaining a popular
Institution such as this which we are informed
is to bhe erected in Lexington avenue. We
presutne that this highway can be opened with
the perfect satisfaction of all the requirements
of the occasion, without infringing upon pro-
perty already purchased and set apart for
purposes in which the whole community is
interested. The Legislature should look up
this job with very keen eyes before they pass
the bill. Itis an old etager. It was trotted
out upon the boards at Albany last year, and
comes up again a little medified, but modified
in the wrong direction,

The Discipline of Lent.

His Grace the Archbishop of New York has
issued his pastoral instrnctions for the peni-
tential observance of the Loly season of Lent
in the shape of a circular, which is addressod
to the Catholic congregations which have been
committed to his care through the clergy. The
disciplinary routine differa scarcely at all from
that which has been enjoined by the American
branch of the Roman Catholic Church during
the past few years. The publication of the
rules, however, denotes the hierarchical au-
thority, while the obedience of the congrega-
tions gives evidence of the universality of that
powerful bond, the unity of faith, which links
the Catholics of the world to the clergy and
binds them to the altar in every clime.
Wednesday next will be Ash Wednesday. On
that morning will arise a grand fish questlon for
the housewives of New York—how and where
to get the fish, and how to cook them best
when they are had? These will divert the
active mind of the metropolis from the Joint
High Commission and the British fishery
subjest to a very considerable extent,
Our relations, both with the English and
Canadians, may be much more friendly on
Easter Sunday morning, notwithstanding the
ominons fact—for dyspeptics particularly—
that thousands of free Americans will have in
the meantime “lived for forty days on ill
dressed fishes,” and many, very many, others
‘‘dined in sin on a ragout’ during the same
period.

Ox Honor.—The cadets at West Point are
all on honor, rnd yet three of them who for-
feited their honor by lying are to be returned
to their positions unblamed, while the whole
First Class, whose gall rose so at the breach
of trust on the part of these three that they,
as guardians of the peace for the Academy,
punished them more severely than the leiter
of the law allowed, are to be court martialed
again. Who is most deserving of punish-
ment ?

Mr. Jones, the Kentuecky Representative,
who submitted a proposition In the House om
Friday looking to the restoration to the Lee
family of the property in which the National
Cemetery at Arlington I3 embraced, seemed to
be emulons of the universal condemnation
which a like suggestlon brought upon his cel-
loague In the Senate about a month ago. He
had the good forlune to escape the castiga-
tion which Mr. Butler, of Massachusetts, was
prepared to administer to him et the time by
the House pasaing to another subject; but he

Jad the pleasure yesterday of hearing from

a republican member from Michizan, Mr,
Stonghton, that the people would never suffar
the bodies of the Unlon soldiers to be dug up
by prowling hyenas or malignant traitors, and
of hearing a democratic member from Indiana,
Mr. Holman, repndiating the ides of iuterfer-
ing with any of the national cemeteries. It is
just as well for Mr, Jones that his Con-
gressional career is rapidly drawing to a
close.

The Army Appropriation bill being before
the House yesterday, the member in charge of
it, Mr. Dickey, of P'ennsylvania, took occasion
to reply to the tremendous outburst of Mr.
Brooks, on the previous day, in reference to

the interference of the military at the elsctions®-

last fall, and to declare that there was more
danger to the existence of our free institu-
tions from the councils of the Tammany chiefis
and braves than from the councils of the In-
dians on the Plains, and that the army might
be used against the one with as much pro-
priety as against the other. This Pennsylva-
nia Representative has evidently a just appre-
ciatlon of New York politics, and perhaps was
not very far astray in his estimate of their
destructive tendencies and of the good polioy
of applying a little wholesome restraint to
them,

But Messrs. Jones and Brooks weve not the
only members who bad unpleasant things said
to them yesterday. The other side of the
House had also its share of castigation. Mr,
Dawes, of Massachusetts, the leader of the
House in his capacity of chairman of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, undertook to lecture
his party on the subject of extravagances,
asserting that, in spite of the efforts of himself
and his committee to keep down appropriations,
the aggregate amount voted this session would
exceed by twelve millions the amount voted
at last session. This assumpiion of superior
virtue on the part of Mr. Dawes was mnot very
much relished by his party friends, one of
whom-—Mr. Judd, of Illinois—administered &
cuiting rebuks to him, charging him with
absenteeism and arrogance, and declaring that
it was time that such habitual scolding on his
part should cease.

In this frame and temper of mind the House
enterod on the discussion of the McGarrahan
claim, which continued all day, and was
not closed at the hour of adjournment. The
most remarkable thing about this famous case
is that the members of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, which have had the matter before
them for the last two Congresses, have not
been able, any two of them almost, to arrive
at the same conclusion. The weight of opin-
ion, however, seems to tend in favor of the
position which the HERALD assumed some
three months ago, that neither McGarraban nor
the New Idria Mining Company has a wvalid
claim to the property in dispute, and that the
true solution of the difficulty is for the govern-
ment to oust all the claimants, to sell the
property, either in large or small parcels, at
public sale, and to place the proceeds in the
Treasury of the United States. A proposition
to that effect is pending and will probably be
adopted.

The session of the Senate yesterday was
spent principally in the consideration of the
Legislative Appropriation bill. Some adverse
reporis were made from the Judiclary Com-
mittee, among them one on petiliona for
woman suffrage, and for amending the consti-
tutlen by a recognition of the Christian
religion. A grand scheme of annexation was
proposed in a resolution offered by Senator
Howard, of Michigan, endorsing the wisdom
and policy of sabmitting all questions in
dispute between our own and the English
governments te a joint international commis-
sion, and suggesting to that body the question
of annexing to the United States the whole of
the British North American possessions, or at
least that part of them lying to the west of
Hudson Bay and the main channel connected
with the Arctic Ocean and the outlet of Lake
Superior. This is a bold proposition, and the
Senate was fully justified in declining to pass
upon it in a hurry. It is a mere suggestion,
however, which may or may not produce
any result.

Tne Porr, THE PROPLES AND THE LAY
Crowns.—We have a special letter from Roma,
published in our columns to-day, which goes
to show that the aged Pontiff, Pius the Ninth,
defends what he considera the right of his suc-
cessors and of the Church in the present,
sturdily and with a brave spirit amid many
distracting ond very immediately conflicting
influences. His eminent and indefatigable
Seeretary of State, Antonelll, standing on the
principle of legitimate right, has officially ex-
pounded to contradictions of Italian royalism
in the Holy City to the surrounding thrones.
The two principles of government remained in
every day contradiction, the one of the other,
a8 will be seen from our correspondence. In
the meantime, however, “Young Italy” dis-
ported itsell pleasantly near the Vatican in the
persons of Prince Humbert and his wife, the
Princess Marguerite,

A Bunday In the Churches
France,

The hint thrown out in the HerarLp last Sun-
day, we are glad to see, bas fallen like good
seed upon good ground. Mr, Charles H. Mar-
shall, as chairman of our New York French
Relief Committee, proposes that “‘a simulta-
neons collection be taken up on the second
Sunday in March, in all the churches of the
country, for the reliel of starving France.,”
We second the motion; and we wounld submit
an amendment to the proposition, to wit:—An
Invitation from the committee to all the Jewish
temples and synagogues in the country to take
up a similar collection for the general relief of
suffering France on the second Saturday in
March (Saturday being the Jewish Sakbath).
We sav for the wmenecral reliel of the poor

for Poor




